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Introduction

We are pleased to present this first ever
edition of the IIHA’s newsletter, the Irish
Hockey Reader, to all of our members and
supporters.
In what will be a quarterly publication, the
Irish Hockey Reader will be another means
that will allow the IIHA to communicate
to all of our members and supporters and
report on the goings on within the sport in
Ireland. It will also serve as a means for
our member teams and clubs to possibly
report on the happenings within their own
organisations.
In this edition, you can find a variety of
updates and summaries of events from
the IIHA including a breakdown of the
2011/2012 IIHA Registration & Insurance
Fees, some exciting news about possible
new ice and inline rinks as well as an
update on an older facility. In addition to
these, updates and explanations on the
eligibility of players from Northern Ireland
to play for the Irish National Teams and
to play in the ice hockey leagues of the
IIHA, International Transfer Cards (ITCs)
and the IIHF’s restructure of the World
Championship programme are all inside.
New Executive Committee Members
Appointed
Recently, the IIHA announced that Gary
Harvey and Will Fitzgerald were appointed
to the positions of Treasurer and Director
of Player Operations on the IIHA Executive
Committee, respectively.
The Executive Committee and Directors
unanimously supported the appointments
once clarification regarding the process

Last but not least, throughout the issue
are recaps from some recent IIHA events
such as the World Girl’s Hockey Day, three
InLine Hockey tournaments organised
by the IIHA followed by an insightful
interview by the IIHA’s Editor, Martin Grant,
with USA Hockey legend, Art Berglund.
Unfortunately, we must also mention the
tragic story of Sean Lyne and his family and
friends’ tremendous push to raise money
to send him to Texas for life saving cancer
treatment. We urge as many people as
possible to show their support for Sean and
the Lyne family. Details can be found on
page 7.
We should also thank the previous and
current members of the IIHA’s Executive
Committee and Directors along with the
IIHA’s Editor, Martin Grant, for their help
and assistance in the publication of this
newsletter. We hope that this will become
the first in a long line of informative and
engaging issues. Enjoy!
was received from the IIHA’s solicitor and
both individuals have already attended
their first meeting with the IIHA’s Executive
Committee and Directors.
Gary and Will have each stated that they
are looking forward to working with the
IIHA throughout the season ahead while the
current Executive Committee and Directors
have all stated that they will fully support
them in their positions.
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2011 / 2012 IIHA MEMBERSHIP & INSURANCE FEES
All memberships for the 2010/2011
season have expired as of midnight on
Friday, 30th September 2011 and all
members (both playing members and
non-playing members) are required to
renew their membership with the IIHA for
the 2011/2012 season from Saturday, 1st
October 2011.

The fees for the 2011/2012 season will be
as follows:

Any members who have not renewed
their membership after Wednesday, 12th
October 2011 will no longer be covered
under the IIHA’s insurance policies for IIHA
sanctioned events.

PLAYERS UNDER 18
IIHA Membership Fee = n/a
IIHA Insurance Fee = €10 (only €5 to be
paid if €5 paid in ‘10/’11 season)

PLAYERS OVER 18
IIHA Membership Fee = €15 (only €10 to be
paid if they paid €15 in ‘10/’11)
IIHA Insurance Fee = €20 (only €10 to be
paid if €15 paid in ‘10/’11 season)

Dundalk Ice Dome

NON-PLAYING MEMBERS
IIHA Membership Fee = €15 (only €10 to be
paid if they paid €15 in ‘10/’11)
TEMPORARY ONE DAY MEMBERSHIP
Per Player Per Day/Event = €5
Further information on the 2011/2012 IIHA
Membership and Insurance Fees can be
found on www.iiha.org.
Should anyone require further information,
have any questions or have any problems
then please do not hesitate to contact the
IIHA via office@iiha.org.

New Ice & Inline
Rinks In Dublin?

Over the past few weeks, the IIHA has
been contacted by a company who have
secured the use of a building in Santry on
the northside of Dublin and wish to build and
open an ice rink with an NHL sized ice pad
there within the next two months.
It would be a private facility based on the
North American model of National Training
Rinks, however, it will not be open to the
general public initially but will be available
immediately for use by Ice Hockey, Figure
Skating, Curling and private hire. As part
of the facility, it is proposed that an InLine
Hockey rink be built as well which will be
housed in the same building.
Representatives of the IIHA have visited the
proposed building for this ice rink and are
confident that an ice rink can be built at this
location and that it will open shortly. Initial
work on the ice pad and the surrounding
area has already begun but many details
still need to be finalised. As such, the IIHA
will provide everyone with updates as and

when we receive them.
The IIHA are extremely pleased with these
latest developments, particularly with the
commitment from the management that
this facility will be primarily for the use
of sports such as Ice Hockey and Figure
Skating should it open. The management
have stated that this ice rink will become
a National Training Facility for the Irish
National Teams, the teams and clubs of the
IIHA and a centre of excellence for youth
hockey as well as the IIHA’s Learn To Play
programmes.

One of the main questions for many people
over the last year has been “is the Ice Dome
going to re-open?” Therefore, we would like
to fill everyone in on what information the
IIHA has acquired since it closed its doors in
May 2010.
In the latter part of 2010, the IIHA were in
constant contact with both the Dundalk
Retail Park and Planet Ice. Both confirmed
that they were in negotiations with one
another and that the Ice Dome was due to
re-open at the start of October. As we all
know, this did not happen and the IIHA were
informed afterwards that negotiations had
fallen through.
Since that time, the IIHA sought regular
updates from the Dundalk Retail Park.
They kept the IIHA abreast of developments
on a regular basis. This culminated in the
IIHA securing a meeting with the Dundalk
Retail Park in February of this year where
the future of the facility was discussed. At
this meeting, the landlords confirmed to the
IIHA that they were committed to having the
facility opening back up as an ice rink. They
also confirmed to the IIHA that they were
currently in discussions with two companies
interested in re-opening the facility. It was
also explained that the entire Retail Park,
including future developments due to take
place in the coming years, was designed
to compliment itself and the ice rink was a
vital component of this.
Since that time, the IIHA has continued to
liaise with the Retail Park seeking updates.
Unfortunately, to date there have been no
major updates with little news that the Ice
Dome is likely to open again soon. However,
for the past several months, the IIHA has
been in discussions with the Ice Skating
Association of Ireland (ISAI) and some of
our members about the re-opening of the
facility.
Recently, the IIHA in conjunction with
the ISAI have submitted a request to the
Dundalk Retail Park for a meeting to
discuss the possibility of the facility being
re-opened under our stewardship. We will
provide everyone with an update as and
when we have it.
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Northern Ireland

On the 19th August 2010 at the Radisson
Blu Hotel in Belfast, the IIHA held a ‘Northern
Ireland Information Forum’ for the purposes
of explaining a number of long misunderstood
issues which had come to light during the
process of incorporating the Association.
These issues included (territorial) Governance,
eligibility to play for Team Ireland in IIHF
competitions & International Transfer Cards/
Regulations.
A number of important issues were
explained in detail at this meeting, including
the following: the IIHA has never been, nor
will it be, the governing body for ice hockey
in Northern Ireland as Northern Ireland is
part of the United Kingdom and Ice Hockey
UK (IHUK) is the governing body for ice
hockey in the United Kingdom. Further,
when a player moves from one country to
the MNA (Member National Association)
of another country, he is required to have
a Letter of Approval (LOA)/ International
Transfer Card (ITC) processed and approved

by the IIHF. This would mean that if
someone from Northern Ireland plays in
the leagues of the IIHA, he/ she would be
required to have an LOA/ITC processed.
Finally, the separate but related issue of
Team Ireland was discussed wherein it was
explained that the IIHF Statutes & Bylaws
stipulate that individuals with two or more
citizenships must comply with Bylaw 205
in order to represent one of the countries
of which they are a citizen at an IIHF
competition. This Bylaw stipulates that one
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must be resident in the country one wishes
to represent and play in their leagues for
2+ years. As we know, this last issue is a
problematic one as it is virtually impossible
for an Irish Citizen from Northern Ireland
to be expected to ‘move’ to Ireland and
take up residence there just to be able to
play for Team Ireland. Additionally, Team
Ireland has previously sent away teams
with players from Northern Ireland on the
team. The IIHA reminded everyone in the
room that it is up to the MNA (i.e. ourselves)
to ensure that all of our players meet the
eligibility requirements to represent Ireland;
otherwise, we would be leaving ourselves
open to severe sanctions.
The IIHA then explained to those present
at the meeting that the options moving
forward might be to have a new Bylaw
written into the IIHF Statutes & Bylaws
which would allow for those from Northern
Ireland to choose whether they wanted to
represent Great Britain or Ireland without
having to wait the 2 years required by Bylaw
205, or alternatively, to take a case to the
Court of Arbitration for Sport.
After this meeting took place, the President
and General Secretary attended the 2010
Semi-Annual Congress in Slovenia and
confirmed with the IIHF Sport Director, Dave
Fitzpatrick, that ITCs have always been
needed for those who would be moving
from Northern Ireland (IHUK) to Ireland
(IIHA).
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As the championship season got under
way and the final rosters for the teams
were finalized, it became apparent that
there would be several eligibility concerns
for 2 of our National Teams. Accordingly,
the IIHA sought several clarifications on
a number of players’ eligibility from the
IIHF. Unfortunately, it was determined that
several players from Northern Ireland would
be deemed ineligible despite many of
them having previously played in the IIHA’s
leagues. It was made clear to us that the
rules (Bylaw 205) applied in the case of
those who held a second citizenship, and
unfortunately, many, if not all, players from
Northern Ireland hold a second citizenship.
The IIHA did not (and still do not) think this
situation was fair on the players’ affected
so the IIHA then proceeded further by way
of seeking an IIHF Council exception as per
Bylaw 205 Article 1.8 which would grant
many players from Northern Ireland the
ability to play based on their ‘individual
circumstances’.
The IIHA submitted a 12 page document
with additional supporting documentation
totalling 38 pages to the IIHF Council which
detailed why the players from Northern
Ireland affected by Bylaw 205 should be
granted an exception to play.
The main points of the submission were:
1. in accordance with the Good Friday
Agreement, an exception to By-Law 205
would be fair & just

2. most of the players affected had played
in the IIHA’s leagues for some time
3. the absurd situation where we have
members of the Men’s Senior National
Team competing for Team Ireland where
their younger siblings are not able to
4. the Residency requirement is
completely impractical and not reflective
of the realities on the island of Ireland
Unfortunately, the IIHF’s decision on our
application for an exception was negative.
This marked the end of the 2010-2011
Season.
Since this time, the IIHA has been in contact
with the Department of Foreign Affairs,
Sport Northern Ireland and a leading
Barrister in the field. A Legal opinion on the
entire matter was sent by Sport Northern
Ireland to the IIHF, which did not receive a
response. In the summer, a further legal
submission was sent by Sport Northern
Ireland asking for a review of the situation
and also threatened legal action. We are
currently awaiting the outcome of this
correspondence and we fully support any
action which Sport Northern Ireland might
take.
Meanwhile, we now feel it is appropriate to
put the Working Group on Northern Ireland
together, which we hope will be a group
of individuals that would work together to
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suggest alternative solutions/courses of
actions while at the same time supporting
Sport Northern Ireland in any possible legal
action they may take.
If you are interested in joining the Working
Group on Northern Ireland please email
niworkinggroup@iiha.org .

Hockey @ Ice
Bowl & Odyssey
The IIHA will have further pick-up hockey
sessions at The Odyssey Arena and
Dundonald International Ice Bowl in the
coming weeks and months. For details,
please keep an eye on www.iiha.org
where all information will be released.
Saturday 8th October at 10.15 pm
Saturday 15th October at 10.15 pm
Saturday 22nd October at 12:30 pm
Open to all IIHA members. Temporary
memberships available from €5.00 Euro
per day. Ice time £10.00 GBP per player.
Contact office@iiha.org or call +353-16251157 for further details and to book
your place.
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ITC’s Update

The IIHA would like to give everyone an
update on International Transfer Cards (ITCs)
and Letter of Approvals (LOAs), particularly in
relation to players from Northern Ireland.
At the outset, ITCs and LOAs are still
applicable for all players coming from
another country and wish to play in the ice
hockey leagues of the IIHA.
At the Northern Ireland Information Forum
and in the information released at that
time, it was stated by the IIHA that we
would seek an exception to this from the
IIHF. Likewise, the IIHA also stated that it
was putting together a payment plan to
make ITCs affordable for teams and their
players in the event that such an exception
would not be granted.
At the 2010 IIHF Semi-Annual Congress
in September 2010, it was confirmed to
the IIHA that no such exception would be
permitted by the IIHF and that ITCs/LOAs
were required for all players coming from
another country to play in the ice hockey
leagues of the IIHA, including players from
Northern Ireland.
The IIHA also submitted a payment plan
to the IIHF that would allow us, our teams
and the players to obtain the required ITCs
but pay the associated fees over a period
of 2 - 5 years. The IIHA considered this
plan to be fair and reasonable under the
circumstances. Unfortunately, the IIHA have
never received a response as to whether
this plan would be acceptable or not despite
repeated requests and many assurances
from the IIHF that a decision would be
provided. However, this may be because the
Dundalk Ice Dome never re-opened during
the 2010/2011 season making any such
plan irrelevant.
At the start of 2011, the IIHA began
to discuss internally the possibility of
submitting a proposal to the Annual

Members of IIHF Council

Congress to change the IIHF International
Transfer Regulations so that amateur/
recreational players would not be required
to pay the associated fees. The main points
of this proposal were as follows:
1. That the IIHF Office will make available
ITCs at no cost for the transfer of players
where the new team/club to which the
player is moving to is of amateur status.
2. Neither the former National Association
nor the new National Association may
charge any fees for the processing of
transfers of players where the new team/
club to which the player is moving to is of
amateur status.
Unfortunately, this proposal was not
supported by the IIHF at the 2011 Annual
Congress and no other country raised
concerns about this issue on the floor at the
Annual Congress. However, since the Annual
Congress several countries have been in
contact with the IIHA about this issue. They
have voiced their concerns about the fees
associated with the processing of transfers
for amateur/recreational players. They have
expressed their desire to work with both
ourselves and the IIHF to find an amicable
solution going forward.

Volume 1 Issue 1 Sep/Oct/Nov 2011

The IIHA have
raised the
difficulties we
have experienced
with the fees for
ITCs on several
occasions
with the IIHF.
Recently, the
IIHA requested
that the matter
be dis-cussed
at the General Secretaries’ Meeting that
took place in Vierumaki, Finland at the
start of July 2011. Here, the IIHA’s General
Secretary, Dean Kelly, raised the difficulties
which we continue to face in this area and
sought assistance from the other MNAs and
also the IIHF to bring about a reduction in
the fees at some point in the future.
At the General Secretaries’ Meeting, several
matters were clarified which included:
• The IIHF do not differentiate between
professional and amateur players as the
fees charged are administration charges
for the service/work carried out by the
IIHF and the MNAs involved. This is why
there are not different fees depending on
the standard of the player or the standard
of hockey where the player is going to play.
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Sean Lyne Cancer
Treatment Fund

Many people will be aware from the article on
www.iiha.org of the plight of Sean Lyne, his
life threatening cancer at the age of just 19
and our commitment to assist in raising the
funds necessary to send him to the U.S. for
urgent treatment.
Various events are being held in the
coming weeks and months to help raise
the required funds. If you would like to help
out, please keep an eye on www.iiha.org
as details will be released there as they
become available.

Further information can be found on the
Facebook page “Funds for Sean” and on the
website for Kevin’s Hurling & Camogie Club,
www.kevins.ie.
Donations can be made to:

A/C Name : Sean Lyne Cancer Treatment
Fund
Branch : Bank of Ireland, Camden Street,
Dublin
Sort Code : 90-01-13
Account : 87783676

World Girls’ Hockey Day

• Currently, the IIHF are subsidizing the
cost of ITC fees for female players as
part of a four year programme launched
last Autumn by the IIHF aimed at growing
the female side of the game. This means
that there are no costs involved in the
processing of any ITCs for any female
players for the next three seasons. It is
important to point out here that the IIHF
are not waiving the fees as the fees are
still charged but the IIHF then subsidise
those costs at the end of the applicable
season.
Going forward, the IIHA will continue to
lobby for the reduction in ITC fees at every
available opportunity and we will work
closely with other MNAs and the IIHF to find
an amicable solution at some point in the
future.

Do You Want To Start Playing Ice or
Inline Hockey?

If you would like to start playing ice or inline hockey in any category, please contact the IIHA by email on office@iiha.org or by phone on
+353-1-6251157 and we’ll help you get started.
There are teams all throughout Ireland so we’ll be able to put you in touch with a team in your area.

Photographs by Sean Pepper

On Sunday, 2nd October 2011, it was World
Girls’ Hockey Day and Ireland was one of 20
countries to take part. Events all around the
world took place to promote and celebrate
the women’s game and to recruit new
players to the sport.

Not having an ice rink didn’t stop Ireland
from taking part as we ran an InLine Hockey
Learn-To-Play session at the Ballyfermot
Leisure Centre in Ballyfermot, Dublin 10.
Several first time players took part and with
everyone having lots of fun.

This was followed by a training session for
several of the more experienced players in
Ireland and then a friendly 3-on-3 game.
Needless to say, the players were exhausted
by the end of it but the game was fierce.
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IIHF Championship
Restructure
& Minimum
Participation
Standards

A change to the IIHF Championship
Programme was first reported by the IIHA
back in August 2009 by the IIHA’s then
General Secretary, Mick Higgins, in his report
for the 2009 AGM.
This was reported as a serious threat to the
IIHA’s operations and its National Teams as
it was being suggested that the IIHF World
Championships Division II and lower take
place on a bi-annual basis i.e. every second
year.
When the IIHA’s Interim Directors were put
in place at the 2009 AGM, two of them
attended the IIHF’s Semi-Annual Congress
in September 2009 where the IIHF
presented in detail the proposed changes
to the IIHF Championship Programme. The
main change, and most relevant to the IIHA,
was that Division II and lower in all age
categories and in both men and women’s
divisions would take place on a bi-annual
basis. The Interim Directors reported on
this to the IIHA’s membership at the EGM
in 2009 and urged that the new Executive
Committee make enquiries immediately
upon the conclusion of the EGM.
Following the EGM, all Member National
Associations (MNAs) of the IIHF were
contacted and requested to submit their
feedback and suggestions on the proposed
changes to the IIHF Championship
Programme. The new Executive Committee
with the assistance of the new Directors
proceeded to do this and in December
2009 the IIHA submitted its suggestions
and thoughts to the IIHF. The IIHA mainly
lobbied for the maintaining of the status
quo and explained how important it was
to countries like Ireland to have the World
Championships each year.

At the IIHF Annual Congress in May 2010,
the IIHF made a further presentation to the
MNAs of the IIHF. This presentation was
a restructure of the entire Championship
Programme but still contained that Division
II and lower would only be played on a
bi-annual basis. Further to this was that
the IIHF would begin to now fully enforce
the Minimum Participation Standards
(MPS) specified in the IIHF’s Statutes &
Bylaws having allowed several exceptions
over the past decade. These exceptions
were allowing many countries, including
Ireland, to compete in the Championship
Programme despite not meeting the
MPS. This presentation to restructure the
Championship Programme in this manner
was not welcomed by the floor of the
Annual Congress and many countries spoke
out against it. Almost all of the Division II
and III countries present, including Ireland,
spoke out against the restructure of the
Championship Programme in this manner
and also the strict implementation of the
MPS all of a sudden. A point to note in all of
this was that one of the countries in the Top
Pool spoke out in support of maintaining
the status quo. Latvia explained how they
were once considered a smaller country
in the world of ice hockey but had steadily
grown and having a World Championship to
play in each year allowed them to do this.
This discussion and the comments from
all of the countries ensued until it was
agreed that a new ad-hoc committee
would be formed by the IIHF to re-evaluate
the Championship Restructure. This new
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ad-hoc committee would be chaired by
the IIHF President, René Fasel, and would
review the Championship structure in light
of the concerns raised by many countries
with a particular emphasis on the needs
of the countries in Division II and lower. In
the summer of 2010, the IIHA along with
the other MNAs were requested to submit
further feedback and their thoughts on how
the Championship Programme should be
structured going forward. Once more, the
IIHA submitted a detailed report and again
the emphasis was on the need for countries
like Ireland to be able to play in an IIHF
World Championship every year.
Following this period of review by the
IIHF, a new proposed structure of the IIHF
Championship Programme was presented
to all of the MNAs at the IIHF Semi-Annual
Congress in September 2010. This new
proposed structure was much more
acceptable to countries such as Ireland
as World Championships would be held
each year for all divisions within the IIHF
Championship Programme. However, the
format for promotion and relegation was
drastically overhauled to help reduce the
number of “low quality” games (i.e. goal
difference of 5 or more in the final score
of a game). Instead of the previously used
horizontal format, a new vertical format
would be implemented where a country
who wins a Division III tournament would
then gain promotion to Division II B with
promotion to Division II A only granted to
the winner of Division II B and so on. As
part of the new proposed structure, the IIHF
Council put forward a proposal as follows:
a) Moratorium on enforcing existing
minimum standards to teams which
have participated in a 2009/2010 IIHF
Championship until the conclusion of the
season 2012/2013.
b) New teams entered as of season
2010/2011 must fulfil minimum
standards.
c) Enforcement of existing minimum
standards to all teams as of season
2013/2014.
This guarantee that all World
Championships would be held each year,
a brand new vertical format for promotion
and relegation and period of time before
the MPS would be enforced was very
encouraging and all countries present at
the Semi-Annual Congress acknowledged
that these new formats were much more
acceptable. It was explained at this time
that the Semi-Annual Congress would not
vote on these changes and the changes
would not become official until they were
approved at the 2011 IIHF Annual Congress
in May 2011.
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At the start of 2011, the IIHF again asked
for every MNA’s feedback and suggestions
on the proposed new Championship
Programme. At this time, the IIHA noticed
that the proposed new format for the
Women’s World Championships would
eliminate the existing six divisions but
instead create a system similar to the Men’s
where there are four divisions below the top
pool. The lowest of these divisions would be
Division II B with a qualification event below
that. As a result of this, three of the fives
teams competing in the 2011 IIHF World
Women’s Championship Division V would
not be apart of the Division II B in the new
format. Instead they would only be entered
into a qualification event. Therefore, the
IIHA suggested and proposed a change to
the new structure of the Women’s World
Championships. The IIHA put in a proposal
that the new structure of the Women’s
World Championship contain a Division
III with a qualification event below this
similar to how the Senior and U20 Men’s
Championships work. The IIHA highlighted
how important it was that countries such
as Ireland be permitted to compete in
a Division that was at our level and the
creation of a Division III would do this.
Unfortunately, the IIHA’s proposal was not
supported by the IIHF or the other MNAs
at the 2011 IIHF Annual Congress in May
2011.
All of this explains several things:
1. The Irish National Teams have been
permitted to compete in various IIHF World
Championships over the past decade
despite not meeting the MPS because
the IIHF Congress and IIHF Council have
at times granted Ireland, like many
other countries, a variety of exceptions.
Meanwhile, the Irish National Teams are
still permitted to take part in the IIHF
World Championships now because there
is currently a moratorium on enforcing the
MPS for those teams that participated in
an IIHF Championship in the 2009/2010
season and this was agreed upon by the
IIHF Congress.
2. The U20 Irish National Team was not
permitted entry into the 2011 IIHF World
U20 Championship because it was the
first time the team was to take part and
Ireland does not meet the MPS in this
category. The IIHA did seek an exception
to this but it was not granted as was
reported previously.
3. The Irish National Teams will be
permitted to compete in the IIHF
Championships in both the 2011/2012
and 2012/2013 seasons regardless of
whether we meet the MPS at that time.
4. The Irish National Teams will only

be permitted to compete in the IIHF
Championships in the 2013/2014 season
if we fulfil the MPS in the preceding
2012/2013 season.
All of this highlights how important it is
for the IIHA to concentrate on building the
grassroots levels of ice hockey in Ireland
as these are the requirements for us to be
able to enter the Irish National Teams into
IIHF Championships. If we do not meet the
MPS in a particular category during the
2012/2013 season then we will not be
permitted to enter our National Teams into
competition in the 2013/2014 season.
Senior Men’s Irish National Team
In light of all of the above, the Senior Men’s
Irish National Team will take part in the
2012 IIHF World Championship Division III
in Erzurum, Turkey. This is confirmed and
preparations will begin shortly.
Senior Women’s Irish National Team
As a result of the Championship
Restructure, the Senior Women’s Irish
National Team was entered into and
due to take part in the 2012 IIHF World
Championship Division II B Qualification
Event. The teams taking part were South
Africa, Spain, Turkey, Bulgaria and Ireland.
Mexico had applied to take part but as
a first time entry they would need to
satisfy the MPS before being permitted
to compete. This qualification event was
due to take place in Spain at some point
between October and December with the
top two teams qualifying for the 2012 IIHF
World Championship Division II B due to
take place in South Korea in March 2011.
Recently, the IIHA were contacted by the
IIHF to consider whether we still wanted
to have our Women’s Irish National Team
compete in the qualification event for
Division II B in light of the costs, previous
results and four out of the five teams
having only played each other months
previously. The IIHA considered this in
detail and after consultations between the
Executive Committee and Directors and
also the General Manager and Head Coach
of the Women’s Irish National Team, the
IIHA confirmed to the IIHF that we were
still fully committed to the qualification
event. Shortly after this, the IIHA were
informed that both Bulgaria and Turkey had
made the decision not to take part in this
qualification event. As a result, the IIHA
were forced to review our earlier decision in
light of the withdrawal of both Bulgaria and
Turkey. After long and intense discussions
by the IIHA’s Executive Committee with
the General Manager and Head Coach of
the Women’s Irish National Team, it was
agreed that the Executive Committee
would make the decision on whether to
still compete with South Africa and Spain
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as the only other teams that would take
part. The Executive Committee then made
the decision to withdraw our Women’s Irish
National Team from the qualification event
this year because we felt that it would be
in the best interests and more beneficial
to the entire programme (i.e. the players
and the team officials), the sport in Ireland
and also the Association if we did not
participate in this qualifying event in light of
both Bulgaria and Turkey withdrawing.
We understand and respect that many will
disagree with this decision and believe that
the IIHA should have committed the team
to taking part in the qualification event.
As stated, the IIHA Executive Committee
consulted heavily with the General Manager
and Head Coach of the Women’s Irish
National Team before making a decision. All
of the pros and cons of either competing or
withdrawing were discussed and weighed
up before a decision was reached. What
the IIHA Executive Committee along
with the General Manager and Head
Coach has committed to, however, is the
implementation of a programme to grow
and develop the Women’s game over the
next 12-18 months. This will be designed to
increase the number of female players and
the number of female teams throughout
Ireland. The main aim will be to have more
competitive games in Ireland through inline
hockey for our players. On top of this and as
an alternative to not having a qualification
or championship for our Women’s Irish
National Team, the IIHA are currently
working on organising a tournament either
here in Ireland or abroad with teams that
are at a similar level to Ireland.
U18 Men’s Irish National Team
At the 2011 IIHF Annual Congress in
May 2011, the IIHA requested the IIHF
Congress to grant it permission to review
the participation of our U18 Men’s team
in the 2012 IIHF U18 World Championship
Division III B throughout the summer.
Essentially, the IIHA asked for more time
to establish whether we had a sufficient
number of players and adequate training
facilities to be able to run with a National
Team in this category this season. This
review has been ongoing since before the
summer and a final decision was only
made recently just before the 2011 IIHF
Semi-Annual Congress in September 2011.
Prior to the summer, the IIHA’s Executive
Committee and Directors set a minimum
number of players and goalkeepers that
were required in order for the IIHA to be
able to commit to this World Championship.
Unfortunately, this minimum number of
players and goalkeepers was not met
and the IIHA withdrew the team from
participating in the 2012 IIHF U18 World
Championship Division III B.
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2011/2012 Inline
Hockey Season

The IIHA are delighted to announce that we
will be running inline hockey leagues for the
2011/2012 Season. We are very hopeful that
there will be a Senior Recreational League,
a Women’s League and a Junior League
(age categories to be determined). If you are
interested in entering a team/club into one
or all of these Inline Leagues please contact
office@iiha.org for further details.
In addition, if you do not currently have
a team to register with, please contact
office@iiha.org and we will put you in
contact with the team/club representatives.
Similarly, if you have an interest in helping
the IIHA in the administration and/
or running of these inline leagues on a
volunteer basis, then please contact us!
We hope to see everyone back on the ice/

court in the coming weeks and months!
Dunleer InLine Hockey Tournament
The IIHA recently held one of its first ever
InLine Hockey events. The Dunleer InLine
Hockey Tournament on Sunday, 7th August
2011 at the Lannliere Pavillion featured
four teams full of brand new players to
InLine Hockey. A Great day was had by all
with the Black Team coming out victors in
the final. Thanks to all those who helped
with organising the day especially for
loaning jerseys and goals to be used on the
day.
Results for the Dunleer InLine Hockey
Tournament were as follows:
1. Mid-Louth Tornadoes 8 - 2 Dundalk Bulls
2. Dublin Rovers 6 - 7* Black Team
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5. Dundalk Bulls 5 - 12 Dublin Rovers
6. Dundalk Bulls 5 - 7 Green Bandits
The final standings after all games were
played were as follows:
1st Dublin Rovers
2nd Green Bandits
3rd Dundalk Bulls
3. Mid-Louth Tornadoes 3 - 8 Dublin Rovers
4. Dundalk Bulls 9 - 2 Black Team
5. Mid-Louth Tornadoes 2 - 11 Black Team
6. Dundalk Bulls 3 - 8 Dublin Rovers
7. Mid-Louth Tornadoes 6 - 11 Dundalk
Bulls (3rd/4th Place)
8. Black Team 10 - 6 Dublin Rovers (Final)

1st Black Team
2nd Dublin Rovers
3rd Dundalk Bulls
4th Mid-Louth Tornadoes
Ballyfermot InLine Hockey Tournament
Following the tournament in Dunleer, the
IIHA hosted the Ballyfermot InLine Hockey
Tournament on Sunday, 4th September
2011 at the Ballyfermot Leisure Centre
which featured three teams. This was
another fantastic day for all those who took
part and thank you to everyone who played
and helped in organising the day.
Results for the Ballyfermot InLine Hockey
Tournament were as follows:
1. Dublin Rovers 7 - 11 Green Bandits
2. Dublin Rovers 7 - 4 Dundalk Bulls
3. Green Bandits 10 - 6 Dundalk Bulls
4. Green Bandits 5 - 8 Dublin Rovers

Future InLine Hockey Tournaments
During the 2011/2012 season, the IIHA
will look to organise further friendly InLine
Hockey tournaments. If your team/club is
interested in entering a team into one of
our friendly tournaments, please contact
office@iiha.org.
In addition, if you do not currently have
a team to register with, please contact
office@iiha.org and we will put you in
contact with the team/club representatives.

*After Shootout

The final standings after all games were
played were as follows:

3rd Hawks
4th Bulls
5th Bulls Ladies

2nd Dunleer InLine Hockey Tournament
On Sunday, 25th September 2011, the
IIHA held the 2nd Dunleer InLine Hockey
Tournament. Five teams took part with the
local team, Mid-Louth Tornadoes, coming
out the winners on the day.
Results were as follows:
1. Bulls Ladies 1 - 9 Bulls
2. Tornados 6 - 8 Rovers
3. Hawks 6 - 1 Bulls Ladies
4. Bulls 6 - 9 Tornados
5. Rovers 6 - 6 Hawks
6. Bulls Ladies 1 - 13 Tornados
7. Bulls 6 - 6 Rovers
8. Hawks 2 - 7 Tornados
9. Bulls Ladies 1 - 7 Rovers
10. Bulls 6 - 8 Hawks
The final standings after all games were
played were as follows:
1st Tornados
2nd Rovers

Volunteers Required For
Important Positions
There are a number of important
positions within the IIHA that we require
volunteers for. If you are interested in
helping out in any of the roles below,
please contact the IIHA by email on
office@iiha.org or by phone on +353-16251157.
League Committee Chairman, League
Committee Vice-Chairman / Secretary,
League Committee Administration
Officer, National Children’s Officer,
Junior Development Officer, Women’s
Development Officer, Northern Ireland
Officer
We are also seeking contributors to
help with writing articles and news
stories as well as photographers to take
photographs at IIHA events. If you are
interested in contributing and helping the
IIHA out in this regard, please contact
the IIHA’s Editor, Martin Grant, on
martingrant@iiha.org
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Do You Want To Start
Playing Ice or Inline
Hockey?

If you would like to start playing ice or
inline hockey in any category, please
contact the IIHA by email on office@iiha.
org or by phone on +353-1-6251157 and
we’ll help you get started.
There are teams all throughout Ireland
so we’ll be able to put you in touch with a
team in your area.

Fundraising &
Donations
Throughout the 2011/2012 season,
the IIHA will be running a variety of
fundraising events and we hope to have
everyone’s continued support at these
events. The support over the past few
years from everyone has been immense
and we are extremely grateful for this.
If you would be interested in attending
any of these events, please keep an eye
on www.iiha.org for all information.
If you would be interested helping the
IIHA to organise any of these events or
if you would be interested in donating
money to the IIHA for the development
of the sport in Ireland, please contact us
directly on office@iiha.org or call +353-16251157.

Art

Arena, because there
were so many options’.

Berglund
Talks To The IIHA

By Martin Grant

Earlier this year, the IIHA got the honour to talk
to world renowned ice hockey veteran and ice
hockey Hall of Famer, Mr. Art Berglund. The
international figure, who is a former president
of USA Hockey, is well known throughout many
ice hockey communities, if not all, gave the IIHA
some words of advice in an interview with the
IIHA’s Editor, Martin Grant.
When associates claim Art Berglund carries his
feelings for ice hockey on his sleeve, they’re
simply pointing out he’ll bring up the sport in
almost any conversation. It’s doubtful that over
much of the past 50 years Berglund has pieced
together more than a few sentences in a row
without the word “hockey” crowding into the
discussion.
His favourite conversation piece came as a result
of what has become known as the “Miracle on
Ice” at the 1980 Olympics, when the United
States pulled off one of the biggest upsets in
sports history, defeating the mighty Soviet Union.
Martin: Talk to me about your years playing the
game and any moments that stand out, first at
Colorado College and then having the chance to
play professionally abroad.
Art: ‘I had the opportunity to attend the Detroit
Red Wings’ training camp before I went to
college. But when I played hockey, there was very
little opportunity to play in the National Hockey
League. Colorado College enabled me to get an
education and the opportunity to play a little
bit more by going over to Europe because there
weren’t as many pool leagues in North America
as there are now. And we had the military draft,
so that hurt development as well, when players
couldn’t keep playing hockey because they were
drafted’.
Martin: Moving past your playing career, talk
about the experience of coaching and serving
on the administrative staff of more than 30 U.S.
teams?
Art: ‘Well, the reason I was able to work with so
many teams at USA Hockey was because it was a
shoebox operation back then and there was the
opportunity for me to stay within the organization
for a while. I
started working
at USA Hockey as
a referee-in-chief
and managed the
Broadmoor World

Martin: How were
you able to notice and
develop U.S. talent for
high-level competitions
like the Olympics?
Art: ‘Well, I was a
scout for 13 years with
the St. Louis Blues. I
got to know a lot of the top people in hockey like
Scotty Bowman and Neil Francis, and was able to
watch a great deal of hockey and got to know the
players well’.
Martin: In the 2010/2011 season, we saw the
highest U.S.-born percentage on NHL opening
night rosters. The way you are developing players
in the U.S. is having an impact. How would that
relate to the development of the sport in Ireland?
What are different approaches that we could take
here in Ireland?
Art: ‘The reason USA Hockey has been able to
develop and become a world power is because,
number one, we have numbers of players, and
we also have venues - plenty of ice rinks. Hockey
cannot grow in Ireland until there are a significant
number ice rinks and venues to skate in. We
have many places in the U.S. where the rinks
are supported by the communities and are taxsupported arenas. It’s very difficult for a private
enterprise to keep an ice rink going, and that
might be a problem in Ireland in terms of keeping
the rinks afloat’.
Martin: Talk about your experience with the
Miracle On Ice team?
Art: ‘As far as the Miracle On Ice team, I was
involved with the selection of the 80 players who
took part in the National Sports Festival prior to
the selection of the 1980 U.S. Olympic Men’s Ice
Hockey Team. I was in the role of coordinating
that event’.
Martin: Talk about the relationship you have with
Irish Ice Hockey? When were you first exposed
to it?
Art: ‘My experience with Irish Ice Hockey stems
from a friendship with Mark Bowes, William Fay,
Tony Griffin and Cliff Saunders, through their
attendance at IIHF congresses. In our time spent
together, I have tried to assist them in getting
an identity for their hockey association and
trying to put them in touch with people who can
help grow the game in Ireland. They have great
leadership there, with William Fay. They seem
very dedicated to Irish hockey and anything we
can do at USA Hockey to grow the game, we are
willing to assist’.
Martin: How do you view Irish Ice Hockey now
and what suggestions would you have for the
future of Irish Ice Hockey?
Art: ‘The only way Irish hockey is going to grow is
with more venues. Once kids get to hold a stick
and put on the equipment, they love it and they
fall in love with the game. That has to be the

future, as you grow the game with venues’.
Martin: When did you find out you were going to
be inducted into the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame?
What were your thoughts? How did you feel?
Art: ‘As far as being inducted into the U.S. Hockey
Hall of Fame, it was brought to my attention in
late summer through USA Hockey’s executive
director, Dave Ogrean, that the selection
committee had named me along with four other
inductees. It is always great to be recognized by
your home federation in your home country. This
is my fifth hall of fame and this honour is very
special and important to me’.
Martin: What was your experience at the
ceremony itself?
Art: ‘The ceremony was very professional. The
USA Hockey staff was extraordinary with the
organization and the presentation of the event. It
made for a truly memorable evening’.
Martin: What is one of your fondest hockey
memories?
Art: ‘Being the president of USA Hockey when
we won the gold medal in Lake Placid in 1980,
because the International Ice Hockey Federation
has named that the number one story in this
century of hockey and because I was there
personally to experience it. But there are so many
other great moments as well– just too numerous
to name them all’.
Martin: If you have one, what
is your fondest memory that
relates to Irish Ice Hockey?
Art: ‘My relationship with Irish
ice hockey has been to help assist and motivate
the country to get involved and to show that
hockey does exist there’.
The IIHA would like to thank Mr. Art Berglund for
participating in the interview with the IIHA and
we would also like to thank Caryn Switaj from
the USA Hockey Media and Communication
Department for arranging the interview.
To read more about Art and his career in hockey,
check out www.iiha.org for exclusive coverage.

Bio of Art Berglund
Hometown: Colorado Springs, Colo.
Born: September 4, 1940 in Fort Frances, Ontario,
Canada

Manager: U.S. Men’s Team (1973-75, 1985-1990),
U.S. Olympic Men’s Team (1988)
General Manager: U.S. Olympic Men’s Team (1976),
U.S. National Junior Team (1977, 1981, 1986-87,
1989-1992),
Director of Player Personnel: U.S. Olympic Men’s
Team (1992, 1994, 2002)
NHL Scout: St. Louis Blues
Director of Player Recruitment: Colorado Rockies
Senior Director of International Administration:
USA Hockey
Awards: NHL Lester Patrick Award (1992), AHCA Jim
Fullerton Award (2000), USA Hockey Builders Award
(2005), Northwestern Ontario Sports Hall of Fame
(2004), Colorado College Athletic Hall of Fame (2006),
Colorado Springs Sports Hall of Fame (2008), IIHF Hall
of Fame (2008), USA Hockey Hall of Fame (2010)

